St Ives Uniting Church
26 January 2025
Epiphany 3

Call to worship and welcome

Hymn: 135 All things bright and beautiful

Prayers of adoration and confession

Assurance of forgiveness

Hear Christ’s word of grace to us, “Your sins are forgiven”
Thanks be to God

Declaring our faith: We are a pilgrim people

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

We proclaim Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen One,
confessing him as Lord

to the glory of God the Father.

In the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

we acclaim Jesus as the Lord of the Church,

the Head over all things,

the beginning of a new creation.

We acknowledge that we live and work

between the time of Christ’s death and resurrection
and the final consummation of all things

which he will bring.

We are a pilgrim people,

always on the way towards a promised goal;

on the way Christ feeds us with word and sacraments,
and we have the gift of the Spirit

in order that we may not lose the way.

We will live and work within the faith and unity



of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
bearing witness to that unity
which is both Christ’s gift and his will.

We affirm that every member of the Church

Is engaged to confess the faith of Christ crucified.
Together with all the people of God,

we will serve the world for which Christ died.

And we await with hope the day of the Lord Jesus.
Amen.

Hymn: 407 Breathe on me, breath of God

Notices Lawrence Peak

Bible readings

Psalm 19 Beth Facer
1 The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
2 Day after day they pour forth speech;
night after night they reveal knowledge.
3They have no speech, they use no words;
no sound is heard from them.
4Yet their voice goes out into all the earth,
their words to the ends of the world.
In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun.
> Itis like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber,
like a champion rejoicing to run his course.
®It rises at one end of the heavens
and makes its circuit to the other;
nothing is deprived of its warmth.

"The law of the Lord is perfect,
refreshing the soul.

The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy,
making wise the simple.

8 The precepts of the Lord are right,
giving joy to the heatrt.

The commands of the Lord are radiant,
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giving light to the eyes.

9The fear of the Lord is pure,
enduring forever.

The decrees of the Lord are firm,
and all of them are righteous.

10 They are more precious than gold,
than much pure gold;

they are sweeter than honey,
than honey from the honeycomb.

11 By them your servant is warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.

12But who can discern their own errors?
Forgive my hidden faults.

13 Keep your servant also from willful sins;
may they not rule over me.

Then | will be blameless,
innocent of great transgression.

14 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart
be pleasing in your sight,
Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Luke 4:14-21 Richard Facer
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about
him spread through the whole countryside. ®> He was teaching in their
synagogues, and everyone praised him.

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the
Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He
stood up to read, " and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to
him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
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to set the oppressed free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat
down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.
1 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing.”

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Sermon: The law of the Lord

Hymn: 155 O Lord my God (How great thou art)

Offering

Offering response: 768 Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Prayers of the people and the Lord’s prayer

Hymn: 233 | will sing the wondrous story

Blessing

Sung response: Now unto him who is able to keep

Postlude Pianist Deb Marshall



